A contributor to the Auckland Herald
writes :—

In last Wednesday’s Herald a Reuter's
London teleg; dthat ““intellig
is to hand that a weries of avalanches have
ocourred at Mount Ararat, in Armenia, A
number of villages have been complotelp
destroyed, and hundreds of people have been
killed,” It is surprising that mo reference
was made t2 a remarkable slleged discovery
in connection with one of these storms of
wvalanches, and which is veferred to in the
following extract from the Levant Hcraldy.
just received, being nothing Jess than that of:
the supposed remains of Noah's Ark, The
copy of our Criental contemporary must have
joined the mail from Oonstantinople at
Alenndrii, whioh may aocount for its antioi-
pating out receipt of the English journals
commenting on this most remarkable item of
intelligenoe, Our contemporary says : —

‘We have received from our correspomdent
at Trebizond intelligence of the return of the
Uommissioners appointed by the Turkish:
Government to inquire into the reported.
destruction of Moshul, Ashak, and Bayazid
by avalanches, and to render relief to
the distressed villagers, who had suf-
fored a0 severely from the unusual in-
olemency of the ssason. They found the
destruction to have not been “exapggerated,
and the distress was very great, Bub the
expedition was fortunate in making a dis-
covery that ounnot fail to be of the deepest
interest to all the whole oivilised world, for
amid the fastnesses of one of the glens of
Mount Avavat they came upon s gigantio:
structure of pome very dark wood, imbedded
st the foot ‘of one of the glaciers, with one
end protrading, and}which they believed to be
none other than the old ark in whioh Noah,
with hiy family, navigated the waters of the
deluge. The place where the discovery was
made is about five daye' jouraey from
drebizond, in the dep of Van, in
Armenia, and about iour leagues from the
Porsian frontier, The glen is one of the
sources of a tributary of the iiver Avas,
which flows inty the Urspisn, The villagers
of Bayaxid, which was pituated about s
league off, had seen this strange objoct for
nearly mx jears, but were deterred by a
strong superstitious fenr from approaching it,
a8 there was a rumoonr very genorally believed
that strange voices had been heard within it,
and it was said that some young men more
daring than the others who had approached,
bad geen & spirit of fieroe mspeot gazing out
of a hole or door in the upper portion of the
structura. Nothing deterred by the fears of
the cillagers, the C i ), panied
oy their persomal attendauts, proceeded o
eXamine it, the villagers positively refueing to
approach even the neighbourhood of the
glacier in which it was imbedded, Theway led
through & donse forsst, and the travellers
wero obliged to follow the course of the
styeam, wading sometimes up to the waist in
water, which was intansely cold, being from
the melting glacier. After & toilsome jour-
ney of three or four hours, during which
they incurred considerable danger from the
masses of snow impending from tho heights
above, they were rewarded by tho sight of a
huge dark mass projecting twenty or thirty
feet from the glacier, on the loft hand sids of
the ravine. They found that it wes formed
of & wood mot grown in these elevated dis-
triots, nor nearer than in the low hot valleys
of the Buphrates, where it is known by the
natives as *““izim,” eaid to be the ancient
gopher wood of scripture. It was in a good
state of preservation, being painted or stained
on_the outside with a dark brown pigment,
aud constructed of great strength, It was a
good desl broken at the angles, from being
subjeoted to somewhat rough ussge by the
moraines, during the slow descent of the
glacier from the lofty peaks towering away.
beyond the head of the valley to a height of
over seventeen thoussnd feet, & process
which, conridering the nature of the countiy
and the slow paces at which these snow rivers
travel, especially in the higher altitudea,

Noahs Arche Entdeckung ALLEGED DISCOVERY OF NOAH'S ARK.
Star , Issue 4697, 21 May 1883, Page 3

W LA UASEAFLVATA S VYUY UPRVMLE VI LUDT UVULULE
end the slow pa.coss at which these snow rival::
travel, especially in the higher altitudes,
muat have requirad thousands of years,

The projecting portion reamod about forty
or fifty fest in height, but to what length it
penetrated into the glacier they could form
no estimate. Effecting an entrance through
one of the broken corners, the explorers found.
it filled for the greater part with ice, the
interior bsing parlitioned off into compart.
meonts of about twelve or fifteen foet high,
into thres of which alone, they were able to-
make their way, owing to the mass of frozen
substance with which these were filled, and
also caused by their feprs of the struocture
collspsing with the superinoumbent and over-
hanging mass of tho huge glacier. The Com-
misgioners, one of whom is an Englishman,
Oaptain Gasooyne, formerly attached to the
British Embassy in this city, and well known
as o scientific investigator, are fully confident
that it is the Ark of Nosh, and- they support
the pesition by maintaining that having been
enveloped in smow and frozenm, it has been
kept in a state of perfoot preservation; that
having rested on one of the peabks of the
Ararat range, as doscribed in Heripture, the
Axk must have boen lying on the soil, for the
waters hud covered the whole eerth, and the
tops of the highest mountains, “oud ail the
high hills that wore uunder the whole heavens
were covered ; fifteen cubits upward, did the
water pravail, and the mountaine were
covered,”” 1In these circumetances the snow
that ordicarily covered this lofty mountein,
for it is 17,230 foet inm heoight, would
have oll been 'melted away by the
waters of toe flood when Nosh Sfirst
grounded on the peak. But as the waters
were slowly reoeding for some five months,
and Noah and his family following the roced-
ing watere, graduslly mede their way towarde
the lowlands, the mountsin would of course
rosums its great height over sea-lovel, and, 1n
consaquenca, be sgain covered with enow,
which must at once have enveloped the Ark
a8 it lay~—it may be suppored—on the slops,
near the summit of the peak. As porpetusl
gnow now covars BMouut Ararnt for more
than half-way dowp, it is manifest that the
Ark must hava becn kept in a perfect state of
preservalion, while elowly, during tho eilent
lapee of four or five thousend years, oreeping
down, after the manner of the glaciers, into
the walley belaw, thore to apposr in
these latter ages to discomfit the scoffer,
and confirm the suro word of revelation. The
Qommissioners had alroady reported the dis-
covery to His Lajosky, und at the instanca of
the German Ambeasador, prompt steps had
been taken to protect {rom destruction, and
to preserve a relict so interasting to ths wholo

. world, as it was rumoured thatan enterprising

American traveller bad openod negotiationa,

"in the hope of purchasivg the Ark from the

Pasho of the distciet, in order to have it re-

, moved to the United Btates for oxhibition, It

is hoped that this most interesting relic may
be presorved to the world, aud as tho sur-
rounding country is of an exceedingly moun-
tairous charactar, and tha deflles loadiug
towards either Trabizond or Batoum &re both
narrow and intricate, that no attempt will bs
made to remove it ouf of the district, whoro
there is no doubt every @overnment in the
civilised world would contribute to its careful
protection nnd preservation, ms the maost
ancient and remsrkable monument of onti-
quity to be found in suy pert of the world,



